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Preface 


Compiling an index of American Imago as the journal 
approached its fiftieth anniversary seemed an appropriate 
way to mark the event while at the same time developing a 
helpful tool for scholars in the interdisciplinary field of psy- 
choanalysis and culture. Although the index serves primarily 
as a research tool, it also can be read itself, as an abstract 
historical record about a segment of intellectual history con- 
cerned with the relationship of psychoanalysis and culture. 

Initiated by Hanns Sachs and begun with Freud’s bless- 
ings, the journal sought to continue the psychoanalytic dis- 
cussions of culture begun in Europe in 1912 in Imago. In The 
American Imago, as it was first called, we find psychoanalysts 
and culturalists interested in analysis looking at a very broad 
range of cultural issues—from verbal street games to fairy 
tales and Shakespeare, from art and creativity to racism and 
anti-Semitism. The historical aspect of the index shows us 
how long ago this interdisciplinary work began, how widely 
the endeavor spread, and who was involved in contributing — 
many illustrious scholars and psychoanalysts. The range and 
involvement of so many thinkers indicates the impact psy- 
choanalysis has had on the process of understanding cultural 
phenomena. 

In November 1939 the first issue of The American Imago 
was published. Felix Deutsch, in an obituary for Hanns Sachs, 
tells us that due to Sachs’ and Rank’s “interest in art . . . the 
journal ‘Imago’ was founded in 1912. . . . When this journal 
was suppressed in Europe in 1938, Sachs brought it to life 
again here in the States” (The American Imago, 4.4 [1947], 5). 
Freud was meant to be the first editor, but he died before 
the first issue saw print. Sachs tells us that “[wJhen the plan 
for this periodical was proposed to Freud he greeted it whole- 
heartedly and consented to become its editor” (The American 
Imago, 1.1 [1939], i). Hanns Sachs (1881-1947) assumed ed- 
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itorial responsibilities as “publisher and managing editor,” 
and continued in that role from 1939 until close to his death 
in 1947. During the war years (1943-1945), given shortages 
of material, the journal did not publish any issues; thus, al- 
though the journal has been active for fifty years, there are 
not fifty volumes of it. From 1946 until 1963 George Wilbur 
(1887-1976) was the publisher and managing editor. In a 
tribute to Wilbur at the age of eighty, Harry Slochower said 
that Wilbur “kept the broad and deep channels of applied 
psychoanalysis open in this country” (24.4, p. 287). It seems 
that Wilbur also kept the journal running financially at times. 
Slochower speaks of Wilbur’s “unassuming generosity which 
... Saved the very existence of the journal.” Harry Slochower 
(1900-1991) came to the journal in 1964 as Editor-in-Chief 
and continued until his death in 1991. Soon after Slochower 
became editor, he arranged for the journal to be published 
by Wayne State University Press rather than privately as be- 
fore. One of Slochower’s many contributions to the journal 
was to obtain the support of the university press. This move 
represented a significant expansion of American Imago’s orig- 
inal base in the psychoanalytic community; it made possible 
the journal’s survival and additionally promoted its growth. 
In 1987 Martin Gliserman took editorial responsibility for 
the journal, and in 1991 the Johns Hopkins University Press 
began publishing it. 

The index is organized in three sections—an alphabetic 
author listing, an interdisciplinary subject listing, and a chron- 
ological listing. The outline of the subject index serves as an 
expanded table of contents. From the outline one can see the 
range of people, issues, and work in which the journal reflects 
interest; in the outline one can also quickly find the general 
location of a particular person, culture, artist, historical pe- 
riod, and the like. 
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